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Dad’s Always on Duty
New class helps them understand why and how
For decades, fathers who didn’t have custody
of their children were an afterthought when it
came to raising those children. There were
reasons for it. Some wanted it that way, but
many simply didn’t understand how important
they could be to their children. Still others
didn’t know their rights to parenthood.

Recognizing the great need for
parenting education for fathers,
the Foundation granted $6,840 to
Mercy General Health Partners to
fund a class called Dad’s Always
on Duty, designed to clear up
parenting misconceptions and help
men with young children be good
fathers.

“Most of the dads who attend are
non-custodial fathers,” says Gwen
Williams, director of Community
Services for Muskegon Family
Care, which administers the
program. “Most didn’t go through
prenatal classes with the child’s
mother, so they didn’t get even the
most basic information about newborn care. We
wanted to design a program that would help the
father develop a level of skill so that Mom can
feel comfortable putting the child in his care.”

 The two-and-a-half-hour class is packed with
information provided by experts Laurie Tokarski,
a nurse who covers the basic care of a baby, and
Dr. Joseph Lehner as “Dr. Dad.”

“Dr. Dad talks about what it’s like to manage
your life around the needs of a toddler,” says
Gwen. “He’s an experienced father and the
participants really appreciate his input.”

A representative from Family Court also talks
about how fathers can get the parenting time
they’re legally entitled to.

“We’ve had several teen dad comes to the class,”
remembers Gwen. “Some of the older dads are
more experienced and they take the younger
guys under their wing. What they have in common
is that they all want to be there and they want to
do the best they can for their children.”

And they walk away with more than just
information. Each dad gets a handsome sport
bag (not a diaper bag!) that’s loaded with baby
things such as diapers, wipes, pacifiers, toys, a
thermometer, blankets, sippee cups—the basic
things a parent needs to care for a little one,
custom-filled for either a toddler or newborn.

Participants are recruited through
several avenues including parenting
agencies, childbirth education classes
and the media. Since the class was
launched in September 1999, more
than 20 fathers of young children
have participated. The fledgling
program has already garnered a lot
of local and state-wide attention.
Family Court is now ordering fathers
of infants and toddlers to attend a
session. Gwen and Laurie were asked
to do a poster presentation for the
Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies state
conference last June in Grand Rapids.

All this points to a very successful
endeavor, but the greatest measure

of the program’s effectiveness can be found in
the comments of the fathers who have taken
the class. Three quarters of the participants
rated it “excellent.” Their observations are
touching, and they confirm the need to support
dads and help them be productively involved
in their childrens’ lives. When asked for the
single most important thing they learned, a few
of their responses were:

That I’m doing the right thing by wanting to
stay involved in my child’s life.

People think that it’s important for the dad to
be there as much as I do.

That dads can help out with newborns and be
able to deal with the needs and how to care for
your newborn baby.

Spend a lot of time with your child if
you can.

For more information about this program
contact Gwen Williams at 733-4800.

“The best way to predict the future is to create it.” —Peter Drucker, Management Challenges for the 21st Century

Did you know…
…Michigan has the largest number
of osteopathic physicians per capita
of any state. June 1998 figures from
the American Osteopathic Association
show Michigan with 4,544 D.O.s, an
increase of more than 24% since 1990.

…From 1989 to 1994, the number
of female D.O.s increased nationwide
nearly 70% from 3,340 to 5,668.

…Andrew Taylor Still, founder of
osteopathic medicine in 1874, was
referred to as the “lightning
bonesetter” in the1880s. His search
for a proper name for his medical
treatments led him to “…start out
with the word os (bone) and the word
pathology and press them into one
word—osteopathy.”

…The original Muskegon
Osteopathic Hospital opened in
1942, thanks to a group of physicians
who pooled their own resources to
make it possible.

…Eager to recruit students for its
osteopathic training program, Des
Moines College used this attractive
lure at the turn of the century,
“…good, scientific graduates of
osteopathy can go out and earn from
$250 to $500 per month, and in
some cases, their earnings reach as
high as $800 a month.”

…How times have changed in 120
years.... If you do a web search with
the word osteopathy, you’re likely to
come up with more than 300 sources
for information from all over the world.

…The Osteopathic Information
Services of Great Britian recommends
that you always use a wrist rest when
working on a computer keyboard.



Physicians throughout West Michigan who
have known the frustration of trying to find
relief for patients who suffer from the
complexities of chronic pain are now offering
renewed hope to those patients through a new
clinical referral. It’s the Mercy General Health
Partners Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine
Clinic, located in Muskegon, and dedicated
exclusively to providing non-surgical treatment
of musculoskeletal problems using osteopathic
methods. Under the resourceful direction of
Richard Huff, D.O., the Manipulative
Medicine Clinic opened last August and is one
of the few facilities of its kind in West Michigan.
The demand for this specialized care is so great
that the clinic is open full time from Monday
through Thursday.

Typically, a patient is referred to the clinic
because of a chronic condition such as low or
mid-back pain. Often, the individual may have
already had tests and treatments with little or
no relief. Most of the patients have problems
that stem from some type of trauma such as
an accident or fall, with painful complications
that may include headaches, back pain, lower
extremity complaints, neck pain, fibromylygia
and general musculoskeletal pain of any kind.
In fact, it’s not uncommon for patients to
present with 15 or 16 problems that have
developed over a period of years.

Dr. Huff ’s practice dovetails seamlessly with
that of the family physician.  “The osteopathic
family physician is doing some of what I’m
doing, but most are so busy dealing with other
medical problems that they will refer their
patient to the osteopathic clinic if the patient’s
problem is not resolving,” he explains.

Treating a patient’s chronic problems may take
as much as four to six months, depending on
the severity and complexity of issues that need
to be addressed. When these patients are
referred to the Manipulative Medicine Clinic,
they get the focused attention and
individualized programs of therapy needed to
address the breadth of their chronic problems,
while the referring physicians are freed up to
focus on their patients with acute problems.

Local obstetricians refer patients to the clinic
who suffer from musculoskeletal conditions
that existed before—and are exacerbated by—
their pregnancy. Dr. Huff says manipulative

therapy has been shown to be successful in
providing relief from many pre-existing
problems, as well as the all-too-common back
pain that often accompanies pregnancy.

Physicians will soon be able to refer some of
their hospitalized patients for these specialized
manipulative therapy services as well. Dr. Huff
is working with MSU on a program to treat
conditions such as chronic pulmonary disease
and discomfort experienced by post-surgical
inpatients. He notes that manipulative therapy
often helps reduce pulmonary complications,
decrease pain, and decrease the incidence of
post-operative ileus. It also helps hospitalized
patients move about more quickly—all benefits
that can help decrease the length of the patient’s
hospital stay and reduce costs.

The clinic already has a student and intern
educational program. A full residency program,
in concert with MSU, is expected in 2002. In
a combination treatment and quality
improvement program, trained interns and
residents working under Dr. Huff ’s supervision
will provide manipulative therapy for post-
surgical patients and document the results.

 Dr. Huff will also offer continuing medical
education courses to meet the varied needs of

osteopathic physicians. Classes will range from
refreshers for those wishing to update their
working knowledge of manipulative therapy
to more extensive sessions that can lead to
certification in this specialty. The $350,000
grant provided by the Foundation over three
years will be used, in part, to develop the
residency and continuing education programs,
and will support the initiative to provide
manipulative therapy to hospitalized patients.

To further support the work of osteopathic
physicians and increase awareness of osteopathic
health care options, Dr. Huff will be giving
presentations to the public about treatment
that is available to them for conditions such
as low back pain, neck pain, headache, and
fibromylygia.

The Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine
Clinic is located at 1560 E. Sherman. Office
hours are 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. For more
information, and to refer or schedule a patient,
call 213-777-6336.

Manipulative Therapy Clinic
Specializes in Non-Surgical
Relief for Chronic Pain and
Accompanying Maladies

Dr. Huff assesses complaints of chronic
neck pain for Muskegon County resident
Lisa Tallarico.
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Welcome to the first issue of The Pulse, published by the Muskegon General Osteopathic
Foundation and designed to keep you up to date on Foundation activities and current events
that affect osteopathic medicine in West Michigan.

The roots of the Foundation date back to 1942 when a group of dedicated osteopathic physicians,
who wanted the community to have its own osteopathic hospital, pooled their funds, talents and
labor to establish Muskegon General Osteopathic Hospital. The hospital grew rapidly and
developed a teaching program for osteopathic medical students and osteopaths wishing to

specialize in family practice, obstetrics and gynecology.

In 1967, the name was changed to Muskegon General Hospital.
In 1988 the hospital established the Muskegon General Foundation,
primarily to provide academic scholarships to osteopathic medical
students.

Muskegon General Hospital merged its operations with Mercy
Health Systems in 1995 through a joint operating agreement, which
developed into a full asset merger three years later. As part of the
merger agreement, the Muskegon General Foundation gained new
autonomy from its parent and received $7.5 million from Mercy
Health Services. The Foundation changed its name to the Muskegon
General Osteopathic Foundation and, since that time, has issued
more than $500,000 in scholarships and grants.

Today, the Foundation is a public, charitable organization that addresses issues of importance
to the osteopathic community and supports programs designed to improve the health and welfare
of the citizens of Oceana, Muskegon and Ottawa Counties. Specifically, our goals are to:

• Expand and improve the quality and scope of osteopathic medical education and medical
services in our community.

• Increase the public’s understanding of osteopathic medicine.

• Improve the health and well-being of the community through education.

Irma Bombeck advised, “…you should never go to a doctor who has dead plants in his waiting
room.” Muskegon General Osteopathic Hospital was the single most visible symbol and influential
force of the osteopathic profession in our community. The members of the Board of Trustees
of the Muskegon General Osteopathic Foundation consider it both a privilege and obligation
to continue the support and advancement of the profession in our community, surpassing the
dreams of those dedicated osteopathic physicians who started the hospital nearly 60 years ago.

This newsletter, which will be published twice a year, is just one tool that will help us accomplish
our goals. As the great philosopher Lilly Tomlin said, “the road to success is always under
construction.” Therefore, we ask for your comments and suggestions regarding what you believe
the Foundation could or should do to fulfill its mission. I welcome your phone calls and letters
as well as the opportunity to meet with you to discuss your ideas.

Meet Terry Hulce,
Chairman
Home: Norton Shores

Childhood: born in
Muskegon, raised in
Montague, attended
Montague High School

Family: Louann, his wife
of 12 years, three
daughters, and one son

Occupation: Vice President of Operations for
Engine Power Components in Grand Haven, which
makes cam shafts. Terry oversees operations both
in Grand Haven and the company’s plant in Spain.
Previously, he was vice president of CMI in
Montague and traveled extensively overseeing the
company’s seven manufacturing plants.

Why this line of work: “I love the leadership
role I can play in manufacturing…getting people
together for a real mission, developing a philosophy
and carrying it through.”

Favorite Customer: “We manufacture about
85% of the Nascar cams that are used at the track.”

Impact on the Greater Muskegon
Community: The company has about 300
employees. “I like developing people. My job is
building pros.” Terry also served on the Montague
City Council and was instrumental in redeveloping
its downtown area.

Commitment to the Foundation: “I was
chairman of Muskegon General Hospital when it
merged with Mercy and I wanted to continue to
support osteopathic medicine through the Foundation.
One of our goals is to look at how we can recruit
and retain osteopathic physicians in this community.
We’re already making progress by giving grants for
education to support osteopathic medical students.”

Foundation Responsibilities: Terry’s love of
leadership is the groundwork for his roll as chairman
of the board. While he oversees all of the Foundation’s
activities, his efforts are focused on the finance
committee and rolling out the Foundation’s five
year plan,  “…building on our base and being able
to give away a percentage of our funding while we
continue to grow…”

Favorite Foundation Project: The Osteopathic
Manipulative Medicine Clinic. “We have a three-
year $350,000 commitment to the clinic, and we’re
working to educate people about how osteopathic
medicine and the clinic can help them improve
their health. The specialized treatments that
osteopathic medicine provides are especially helpful
to those with work-related injuries.”

DIRECTOR’S NOTES by David M. Wells

The Foundation, for the past two years, has
awarded $5,000 scholarships to several medical
students and physicians in osteopathic residency
programs to help them cover the spiraling costs
of medical education. The amount of money
awarded each year is based on the number of
applicants and the amount budgeted. To be
eligible, recipients must be from the tri-county
area. Six scholarships were given in 1999 and
eleven in 2000.

Following are the recipients in 2000.

Medical Students
Joel Anhalt, graduate of Spring Lake High
School 1993, Grand Valley State University
1997, and MSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine 2001.

Bryan Robert Hughes, graduate of Muskegon
Catholic Central High School 1991, MSU
1995, and Chicago College of Osteopathic
Medicine 2001.

Scholarship Winners 2000

See Winners, back page
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The message is out there for every teen to see.
It shows up in movies, on TV and in their
music. It fills novels, gets splashed across
billboards and even makes its way into family-
friendly magazines. It is sex, drugs and alcohol.
And the message is “…everybody’s
doing it.”

A lot of parents worry about it,
but two Muskegon County
women found the tools to do
something about it.

Deann Kiely viewed a program in
Akron, Ohio called CATS, an
acronym for Concerned About
Teen Sexuality, and was convinced
it could make a difference. She came
back to Muskegon with the program
in hand and her personal commitment
to try to launch it here.

The message is, “…practice abstinence
until marriage,” says Deann, who is now
the business director of CATS. “That’s
unique these days, but what makes
the program even more unusual is
that it’s taught by students’ peers.”

No surprise to Deann and program
director Jan Spoelman, the schools
embraced it enthusiastically. More
than 4,000 students saw the CATS program
in 2000, making it one of the largest in the
country. It was performed at every public
middle school in Muskegon County. That’s
right, middle school, where hormones are
raging and kids are already facing temptations
and options they are often not prepared
to handle.

It works this way. After an informational kickoff
and interviews with interested high school
students, forty-four were chosen to be CATS—
half girls and half boys. They divided into six
teams to take part in either the Classic CATS
program or the newest version, Game Show
CATS. Each CATS member gets excused from
class one day a month to participate in the
program. On that day, as “peer educators,”
they’ll present the hour-long program five or
six times at one school.

This year the game show of choice is called
Don’t Put Your Life in Jeopardy, with a new one
debuting called Is That Your Final Answer?

“Middle school students play the game,
complete with Regis and Vanna types,” says
Deann. “There are commercials and prizes
galore along with personal talks, drama and
music. Through all the fun, there is the clear
message of the challenge of abstinence and the
question of how you’re going to avoid getting
into a risky situation.”

The students selected to be CATS are a special
group. “These are neat kids—good kids—
leaders, effective, gutsy, involved in a lot of
things,” explains Deann, “They see the
importance of this. Their message isn’t always
popular, but I think that’s changing, too.”

Parents say they’re appreciative
because they’re looking for
healthy material to present
to their children. The

message is not religiously based,
emphasizes Deann. “It’s health based.”

Darin Di Piazza, 16, is in his second
year as a member of the CATS. “I
thought it was a great thing to do and
it’s been a lot of fun,” he says

confidently. “I think a lot of kids benefit
from this. We help them understand

that not every high school student is out
doing drugs and alcohol and having sex.”

“I’m involved because I believe that
middle school students
need positive high
school role models,”
says CATS member
Teresa Videtich, 17.
“I love being part of
this program because

I can tell from the students’
responses that we are making a
big difference.” Indeed,
questionnaires administered
before a visit from the CATS and
soon after, show that the program
is effective in getting students to
think about their choices.
peers, CATS members speak
from experience. Each one signs
a contract saying that he or she
will abstain for a year from sex,
drugs, alcohol and tobacco.

Deann says the program holds students to a
high standard that she believes they can attain.
“They have hopes and dreams, and CATS can
help them focus on those things,” she says. “
We believe kids can control themselves. CATS
gives them the tools to help them do it.”

CATS received $5,140 from the Foundation
during 2000, which was used to buy equipment
such as the game board pictured. For more
information, call 231-739-3955.

Is That Your Final Answer?

Lance Mogdics, hosts “Don’t Put Your Life
in Jeopardy” while partner Rochelle Johnson
does a fine imitation of Vanna White
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Meet Mark F. Fazakerley,
Vice Chairman
Home: Muskegon

Childhood: born and
raised in East Muskegon,
attended Oakridge High
School

Family: Christine, his wife
of 29 years, and three
daughters

Occupation: Successful entrepreneur and owner
of three Muskegon companies; Eagle Alloy founded
in 1979, Eagle Precision founded in 1992 and
Muskegon Machine founded in 1997. Eagle Alloy
produces 150,000 pounds of molded steel daily. All
the raw material is recycled steel. All the sand used
in the molding process gets recycled—most is turned
into asphalt. “Startups are fun. I like to lay the
groundwork and grow the business.”

Why this line of work: “This is a more creative
process than most people think. I found I had a
passion for the industry.”

Favorite Customer: “Harley Davidson! They’re
fun to work with and due to their ‘just-in-time’
inventory requirements, we ship product to them
three times a week.”

Impact on the Muskegon Community: The
three companies employ about 325 people. Eagle
Alloy runs three shifts. “This is hard work that they
do, but they’re paid well. A person can buy a house
and raise a family on the wages they make here.”

Commitment to the Foundation: “Just as I
like growing new companies, I like the challenge
of growing the Foundation. Muskegon is known
for having a level of health among its residents that
is below the state average. Through scholarships,
grants and initiating programs, we can greatly
improve the health of people in this community.

Foundation Responsibilities: Serves on the
investment committee, which has significantly
increased the Foundation’s initial $7.5 million. He
also serves on the executive committee and is working
to develop a five-year plan for the Foundation. “We
want to grow that money to $15 million so we can
give out a significant amount each year and be able
to make a substantial impact.”

Favorite Foundation Project: The dental
clinic. “The biggest vacuum in health care is dental
care. It’s the number one issue for so many people
here.”

Current Findings
• Dr. Larry H. Wahl, 1310 Wisconsin Ave.,

Grand Haven, MI 49417, is now providing
Botox treatment for movement disorders in
his general neurology practice. Botox is used
for torticollis, writer’s cramp, hemifacial
spasms, spasticity and headache management
of intractable headaches.

• Recently, Representative Tom Bliley R-VA,
introduced legislation to open to the general
public the information kept by the National
Practitioner Databank.

• Governor John Engler recently signed into
law a package of bills requiring regulatory
changes to Michigan HMOs. The bills
provide for a speedier appeals process, an
HMO report card, a healthier financial HMO
market and a patient right to independent
review.  A key bill in the package, SB1209,
introduced by Senator Beverly Hamstrom
(R-Temperance), requires HMOs to complete
internal reviews within 45 days, a reduction
from the previous 90 days. An accelerated
appeals process has been created for patients
with medical emergencies.

• June Gibbs Brown, Inspector General of the
Department of Health and Human Services
stated that the Office of Inspector General
will not take legal action against providers
for “innocent errors, mistakes, or even
negligence” leading to billing errors under the
new outpatient protective payment system.
Brown assured hospitals that neither the False
Claim Act nor the Civil Monetary Claims
law imposes sanctions unless offenses are
committed “with actual knowledge of the
falsity of the claim, reckless disregard of the
truth or falsity of the claim, or deliberate
ignorance of the truth or falsity of the claim.”
According to Brown, the OIG is “very mindful
of the difference between innocent errors
and negligence (erroneous claims)” on the
one hand and “reckless or intentional conduct
(fraudulent claims)” on the other. Where
erroneous claims occur, the hospital will be
asked to return the money; however, no civil
or criminal penalty will be initiated. The new
payment system went into effect August 1.

• The Michigan Good Samaritan Statute was
recently amended to shield a person who
voluntarily renders emergency care using an
automated external defibrillator from civil
liability for damages resulting from such care,
absent willful misconduct or gross negligence.
It also protects the owner, operator or occupant
of the premises where the AED is used,
physicians authorizing AED use, and persons
instructing others on AED use and operation.

• The State of Michigan has recently amended
its penal code to make it a felony if a person
intentionally misrepresents himself or herself
as a Michigan licensed health care professional
and provides a health care treatment,
procedure or service regulated under the
public health code. The felony is punishable
by imprisonment for up to 15 years, a fine
of $10,000 or both.

• Michigan amended Section 402(b) of the
Nonprofit Healthcare Corporation Reform
Act to prohibit a healthcare corporation from
excluding or limiting coverage for a pre-
existing condition or requiring a waiting
period for benefit availability for a person
eligible for non-group coverage if: (1) the
person was covered under a health group
plan immediately prior to applying for current
coverage, (2) the person was continuously
covered under one or more health plans for
at least 18 months immediately prior to
applying for current coverage, (3) the person
is no longer eligible for group coverage and
is not eligible for Medicare or Medicaid, (4)
the person did not lose benefit eligibility
through his or her own fault or (5) the person
has exhausted benefits that were available
under COBRA.

• New provisions of the  Nonprofit Healthcare
Corporation Reform Act, Insurance Code
and Public Health Code permit designation
of a participating pediatrician as the primary
care provider for a minor dependent. This
amendment to the  Nonprofit Healthcare
Corporation Reform Act mandates BCBSM
to permit a minor member to choose a
participating pediatrician as the member’s
primary care provider and to obtain general
pediatric care from the pediatrician without
seeking prior authorization or referral.

• The Michigan Public Health Code was
amended to allow a dispensing prescriber to
delegate the delivery of limited doses of
methadone to a licensed registered nurse,
licensed practical nurse or physician assistant
for distribution to a client of a licensed
methadone treatment program operating
without an onsite pharmacy, provided written
protocols are followed.
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If you’ve ever wished that a medical school could hand
pick some of the best and brightest freshman at MSU
and support them in their journey toward a career in
osteopathic medicine, your wish has come true.

A new and highly innovative program through the
Michigan State University College of Osteopathic
Medicine is now providing conditional admission to
10 entering freshman annually who have demonstrated
scholastic achievement and who plan to pursue
osteopathic medical careers.

The Medical Scholars Program provides the students
with early exposure to osteopathic principles and practice,
and offers them the opportunity to shadow D.O.s while
taking part in a solid liberal arts curriculum. It also
fosters an environment for the students that is conducive
to research and academic excellence, and paves the way
for them to take part in community service and to
develop leadership skills.

To be considered for the program, the students must
have a high school GPA of at least 3.5 and demonstrate
a record of leadership, volunteerism, extra-curricular
activities and a knowledge of osteopathy. In other words,
the program seeks bright, well-rounded, involved kids
with their eye on osteopathic medicine as a career.

So what draws a college freshman to osteopathic
medicine? Here’s what a few members of MSU’s entering
class of 2000 have to say:

“I am interested in osteopathic medicine because it involves
a discipline of the human body as a whole entity. I am
especially interested in specializing in obstetrics—because
I want to contribute to the well-being of the family,
more specifically women and children.”
Jorrie Bedogne

“First, I favor the holistic approach of osteopathic physicians
in treating and caring for people with health problems,
and not just their disease. This is consistent with and
complementary to my social work training, which is
teaching me to care for the whole person as well. Second,
I share the belief about encouraging people with health
difficulties to give their bodies a chance to heal naturally,
and through the use of manipulative medicine.”
Michael Callan

“After I found out about osteopathic medicine, I came to
the conclusion that this was the field that most inspired
me. I also found out that osteopaths work on breast
cancer research, and this made me want to become one
even more. Knowing that I could help find a cure for
breast cancer really intrigues me.”
Allison De Grow

For more information about the program or to apply,
contact the MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine
admissions office at 517-355-9674.

The Pulse is published twice a year by the Muskegon General Osteopathic Foundation, 110 W. Colby Street, Whitehall, Michigan 49461.
All information may be reprinted without permission. Please credit the source. For more information, log on to our web site at www.mgof.org
or e-mail the director at dmwjd@aol.com. Phone 231-894-5211. Send faxes to 231-894-2012.
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Winners, from page 3

Derick Michael Johnson, graduate of Holland Christian
High School 1995, Calvin College 1999, and Des
Moines University Osteopathic Medical Center 2004.

Eric Radel, graduate of Reeths Puffer High School
1993, Alma College 1997, and MSU College of
Osteopathic Medicine 2003.

Samer George Saqqa, graduate of Grand Haven High
School 1995, University of Michigan 1999, and
University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic
Medicine 2004.

Jamie VanOveran, graduate of Spring Lake High School
1992, University of Michigan 1996, and MSU College
of Osteopathic Medicine 2002.

Physicians in
Osteopathic Residency

Dr. Gretchen C. Goltz, graduate of Clarkston Senior
High School, Hope College 1992, and MSU College
of Osteopathic Medicine 1997. Dr. Goltz completed
her OB/GYN residency with Mercy General Health
Partners in 2000.

Dr. Jack Heethouse, graduate of Mona Shores High
School 1987, MSU 1991, and MSU College of
Osteopathic Medicine 1996. Dr. Heethouse will
complete his residency in orthopedics at Bi-County
Community Hospital in 2001.

Dr. Antoinette Marie Hildwein, graduate of the Latin
High School of Chicago 1985, Smith College 1989,
and Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 1996.
Dr. Hildwein completed her family practice residency
at Mercy General Health Partners in 2000 and is now
in practice at Fruitport Family Medicine.

Dr. Natalie S.
Leipensperger,
graduate of
Hernando High
School in
Brooksville, Florida
1988; University of
South Florida 1992;
and Nova
Southeastern
University Medical
School 1996.
Dr. Leipensperger completed her OB/GYN residency
at Mercy General Health Partners in 2000 and is in
practice with Drs. Karnes and McDonald in Muskegon.

Dr. James Starr, graduate of Reeths Puffer High School
1991, MSU 1995, and MSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine 2000. Dr. Starr will complete his residency
in internal medicine at Botsford General Hospital
in 2003.

Dr. Leipensperger


